Date
The Honorable FIRST LAST

CHAMBER

Washington, DC


Re: Community Pharmacy Recommendations for Health Care Reform
Dear TITLE LAST: 


As our national discussion of health care reform turns to action, we request that Congressional leaders include specific provisions which are vital to the continued survival of all community pharmacies, which improve patient access and outcomes while reducing cost in our nation’s health care system.

Reform Average Manufacturer Price (AMP)-based reimbursement

Any health care reform effort should change the Average Manufacturer Price (AMP)-based calculation so pharmacists are reimbursed fairly in the Medicaid program. Assuring a fair payment for generic medications is important, since increased generic utilization saves health care dollars. AMP, as currently calculated, could have dire consequences for pharmacists and patients, and we applaud Members of Congress, including Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus and House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee Chairman Frank Pallone for working to fix the AMP-based formula. 
Create Mechanism to Federally Regulate Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBM)


Health care system reform should also include a federal structure to regulate Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBM).  PBMs are the unregulated entities who administer the prescription drug benefits for tens of millions of patients, acting as middlemen between the pharmacist, physician, plan sponsor, and patient, despite no federal oversight or regulation.  Any federal regulation should require that PBMs have a fiduciary responsibility to plan sponsors, as well as greater transparency of financial relationships so that the interests of patients are served, not the PBMs. 
Build on Medicare Part D Medication Therapy Management (MTM) Program

We encourage Congress to expand MTM benefits eligibility in Medicare and other health care programs so more patients can see annual prescription drug savings and improved outcomes.  Pharmacist-delivered MTM increase generic utilization rates, reduce duplicative drug therapies, and prevent potential adverse drug events, saving patients on average $408 per year. 
Incorporate Pharmacy Services into “Standard Benefits and “Medical Home Concept”

In reforming the health care system, Congress should work to incorporate pharmacy services into the “Standard Benefits” and “Medical Home” concept.  Pharmacists improve outcomes and lower costs by helping patients understand how to manage and use their medications.  Such actions contribute to lower overall health care costs by increasing medication adherence and reducing the number of physician visits and hospitalizations due to inappropriate drug use. 

Enhance Role of Pharmacists in Prevention and Public Health


In encouraging prevention and public health, Congress should work to enhance pharmacists’ role in the delivery of vaccinations for both Medicare beneficiaries and non-Medicare beneficiaries.  Already, 49 states permit pharmacists to immunize diseases like flu and pneumonia. Pharmacists also already provide disease prevention and wellness programs, including smoking cessation, obesity management, cholesterol management, and bone density screenings.  

Assure Medicare Beneficiaries Can Continue to Access Diabetes Supplies

Pharmacies are among the only state-licensed, state-regulated health care providers now required by CMS to obtain costly and redundant “accreditation”, as well as a $50,000 annual “surety bond” to continue to sell diabetes testing supplies. These policies will force many pharmacies to stop providing diabetes testing supplies, thereby dramatically limiting the access of Medicare beneficiaries to these products and services.  Congress should specify that state-licensed retail pharmacies are not subject to these unnecessary new requirements in order to provide services to Medicare beneficiaries. 

As health care reform legislation is crafted we encourage you to consider the critical role which pharmacists play in our health care system and to harness the value of pharmacy intervention and engagement.  We look forward to helping you in the work ahead.  





Sincerely,
